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the importance of humanism. Such a contrast in critiques inclines one to 
question the perfect impartiality of the critic; and to wonder whether Dr. 
Bosanquet was chosen as a type or a target. 

It is too much to expect that a hook of 268 pages — of which 57 are 
devoted to the history of pragmatism, 27 to an elicitation of the American 
characteristics it reveals (interesting enough, but of questionable relevancy 
to the main theme), and an unusually goodly share of the remainder to 
foot-notes — should be able to compass in conclusive fashion the wide field 
which its task suggests. And as is invariably the case with referees and 
peacemakers, Professor Caldwell will doubtless find himself unpopular with 
both parties to the controversy, when they discover some of their pet doc- 
trines rather summarily handled. But his analyses are elaborate in detail, 
if not always expanded sufficiently to be completely satisfying; and his 
book is thus stimulating and suggestive, even though it appears more as 
an outline of work to be amplified and completed than as the presentation 
of an issue that is settled. It is a sign-post ; not a milestone. 

William J. Newlin. 

Amherst College. 

Essais de Critique Generate. Ch. Benouvier. Paris: Librairie Armand 
Colin. 1912. Premier Essai: Traite de Logique Generate et de Logique 
Formelle, 2 vol., pp. xvii + 397 and 386. Deuxieme Essai: Traite de 
Psychologie Bationette d'apres tes Principes du Criticisme, 2 vol., pp. 
398, 386. Troisieme Essai: Les Principes de ta Nature, pp. lxv + 444. 
Benouvier's "Essais de Critique Generale," published between 1854 
and 1897, comprise five works, the three essays enumerated above, a fourth 
essay, in one volume, entitled " Introduction a la Philosophie Analytique 
de l'Histoire, and a fifth essay, in four volumes, entitled "Philosophie 
Analytique de l'Histoire. Les Idees, les Beligions, les Systdmes." The 
fourth essay is still available in a second edition and the fifth essay in the 
first edition, both published during the life of the author. The first three 
essays are now republished, owing to the fact that earlier editions are 
exhausted. The first essay originally bore the title " Analyse Generale de 
la Connaissance. — Plus un Appendice sur les Principes Generaux de la 
Logique et des Mathematiques," and appeared in 1854. The second edi- 
tion, from which the present edition is reprinted, appeared in 1875, bearing 
a new title and containing numerous revisions, additions, and omissions. 
This essay contains the foundations of the author's " Eeo-criticisme." 
Parts I. and II. are devoted to the development of a phenomenalistic inter- 
pretation of Kant, a Kantianism with the Ding an sich left out. In Part 
III. the categories, relation, number, position, succession, quality, becom- 
ing, causality, finality, and personality, are set forth as the laws of phe- 
nomena. In Part IV. the author defines the limits of scientific knowledge, 
and makes room for contingency and faith. The second essay appeared 
originally in 1859 under the title " L'Homme. La Baison, la Passion, la 
Liberte, la Certitude, la Probability Morale." The present edition is re- 
printed from the second edition of 1875. This essay culminates in the 
discussion of " The Probabilities concerning the Moral Order of the 
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World," in which the author sets forth his libertarian and pluralistic 
philosophy of religion. The third essay is reprinted from the second 
edition published in 1892. It contains discussions of atomism, mechanism, 
life, and evolution. 

It would appear that Renouvier has few if any disciples, but that his 
influence has been widely diffused, and may be said to have been incor- 
porated into the most characteristic contemporary philosophical tenden- 
cies. Eenouvier's influence upon James is well known; and curiously 
enough it is through James that his influence is most strongly felt to-day 
in French thought. There are two principal motives in Renouvier's phi- 
losophy, his methodological empiricism and his religious faith. The 
reconciliation of these motives, or the determination of their relative 
priority constitutes the chief problem for students of his philosophy. 
Those who wish to pursue the question will do well to consult Robert le 
Savoureux's article entitled " L'Entreprise Philosophique de Renouvier." 1 
This writer finds Renouvier's "theses morales" to be the original and 
prior motive, as well as the more permanent contribution of his system. 
His recognition of the place of sentiment in belief, his justification of 
faith through assigning limits to positive knowledge, his development of 
the principle of probability in defense of belief in God, Freedom, and 
Immortality, his finitistic and pluralistic version of religion, — these will 
all be recognized as peculiarly characteristic of present-day religious 
thought. But others will value Renouvier more for his empiricism, for his 
more or less consistent use of the " critical " method, and will find him 
peculiarly prophetic of the present-day revival of " phenomenology " by 
Husserl, Meinong, and Russell, as well as of the neo-Kantianism of the 
Marburg school. Undoubtedly that which is most impressive to any 
casual reader is Renouvier's unusual blend of dialectical refinement, clean- 
ness of analysis, love of clear ideas, with enthusiasm and sympathy for 
human hopes. In this general balance or wholeness of philosophical 
genius, as well as in sundry special matters of doctrine, the close similarity 
of Renouvier and James is most striking. 

Ralph Barton Perry. 
Harvard University. 

Spencer's Philosophy of Science. C. Lloyd Morgan. Oxford: The 

Clarendon Press. 1913. Pp. 53. 

The main survey of " Spencer's Philosophy of Science " is to be found 
in the " First Principles." There is, however, a growing consensus of 
opinion that the early essay, "Progress: Its Law and Cause," contains 
the germ of " all that is best in the teaching of Herbert Spencer." It is 
here that such cardinal principles of evolution as progression from the 
simple to the complex, differentiation, and the multiplication of effects 
are developed. The correlative concept of integration, however, receives 
no emphasis in the early essay. 

By philosophy of science is meant, according to Spencer, " completely 
unified knowledge." In accordance with this meaning one of the basal 
conceptions of the philosophy of science is " the universality of connection 
i Revue de MMaphysique et de Morale, for September, 1912. 



